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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended): A digital contents license and privilege 
management method for managing licenses and privileges granted for digital 
contents to users, comprising the steps of: 

registering licenses for digital contents requested to be purchased by each 

user; 

registering association of said registered licenses with each user in a 
database; 

storing the digital contents having said registered licenses and information 
concerning said licenses; 

receiving from a user a license return request indicating a request to return a 
license granted for digital contents selected from said stored digital contents: 

deleting a license from said database, said deleted license corresponding to 
Fa l the license return request from sa i d database when roc oi ving tho l iconso return 
requ e st to return a li c e ns e grant e d for d i g i ta l cont e nts s ele ct e d from sa i d stor e d 
digita l contents by a us e r ; 

specifying a user corresponding to said deleted license; and 

p e rforming manag e ment whi le associating said specified user with a privilege 
corresponding to contents of said deleted license or with a privilege corresponding to 
said license return reouest for use of the contents, which can be recycled . 
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2. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

processing said request to return a license granted for digital contents as 
collection or purchase of said license; and 

storing information concerning collection or purchase of said license in said 
database while associating said information with a user corresponding to said 
license designated by said license return request. 

3. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management method according to Claim 2, further comprising the step of storing a 
privilege corresponding to said license return request while associating said privilege 
with said information concerning collection or purchase of said license. 

4. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management method according to Claim 1 , wherein said privilege corresponding to 
said license return request is version upgrade of digital contents corresponding to 
said deleted license. 

5. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management method according to Claim 1 , wherein said privilege is points that can 
be used for purchase of digital contents. 
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6. (currently amended): A digital contents management apparatus for 
managing information concerning licenses of purchased digital contents, comprising: 

a digital contents management database for storing purchase information of 
said purchased digital contents; 

a license management database for storing license information of said 
purchased digital contents; 

a contents management processing portion for acquiring attribute information 
of digital contents held by a user from said digital contents management database 
and said license management database on the basis of user identification 
information of the user sending a license return request when receiving the license 
return request from a user to return the license granted for digital contents stored in 
said digital contents management database; and 

a license management processing portion for deleting said license information 
concerning said deleted license from said license management database on the 
basis of information of completion of the deletion of said license designated by said 
license return request; 

wherein said contents management processing portion performs 
management so that digital contents corresponding to said deleted license are 
deleted in accordance with the information of completion of the deletion of said 
license designated by said license return request, and that an identification number 
of the user sending said license return request is associated with a privilege granted 
to the user in accordance with the return of said license for use of the contents, 
which can be recycled . 
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7. (previously presented): A recording medium for storing a program that 
can be read by a computer in a digital contents license management system for 
managing licenses granted for digital contents to users, said program including the 
steps of: 

registering a license for digital contents requested to be purchased by a user; 

storing association of said registered license with said user in a database; 

storing the digital contents having said license registered and information 
concerning said license; 

deleting a license corresponding to a license return request from said 
database when receiving the license return request to return a license granted for 
digital contents designated by a user in said stored digital contents; 

specifying a user corresponding to said deleted license; and 

performing management while associating said specified user with contents 
of said deleted license or with a privilege corresponding to said license return 
request. 

8. (previously presented): A digital contents management apparatus 
according to Claim 6, further comprising a user management database for managing 
identification information of the user, the license corresponding to the user and the 
privilege granted to the user while associating the identification information, the 
license and the privilege with one another. 
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9. (previously presented): A digital contents management apparatus 
according to Claim 6, wherein said privilege is points that can be used for purchase 
of digital contents. 

10. (previously presented): A digital contents management apparatus 
according to Claim 6, wherein said privilege is version upgrade of digital contents. 

1 1 . (currently amended): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system for managing licenses and privileges granted for digital 
contents to users, comprising: 

a contents storage device for storing information for indicating 
correspondence between a license for digital contents designated by a purchase 
request and a user obtaining said license and information concerning said license of 
said digital contents; 

a license management device for receiving from a user a license return 
request indicating a request to return a license granted for digital contents selected 
from said stored digital contents: and 

deleting a license from said database, said deleted license corresponding to 
[a] the license return reques t from a database whon rocoiv i ng tho li cense return 
roquost to return a li conoc granted for d i g i ta l contents designated by a user i n digita l 
contents stored in said contents storage dev i ce ; and 

a contents management device for perform i ng management so that 
associating the user corresponding to the deleted license i s assoc i atod with a 
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privilege corresponding to contents of said deleted license or w i th a pr i v i l e ge granted 
to th e us e r i n accordance w i th said license return reouest for use of the contents, 
which can be recycled . 

12. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein: 

said license return request to return a license granted for digital contents is for 
collection or purchase of said license; and 

said contents management device stores information concerning collection or 
purchase of said license while said information is associated with a user 
corresponding to said license designated by said license return request. 

13. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 12, wherein said contents management 
device stores a privilege corresponding to said license return request while said 
privilege is associated with said information concerning collection or purchase of 
said license. 

14. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said privilege corresponding to 
said license return request is version upgrade of digital contents corresponding to 
said deleted license. 
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15. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said privilege is points that can 
be used for purchase of digital contents. 

16. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 12, wherein said contents management 
device stores information concerning collection or purchase of said license on the 
basis of transaction information of said license stored in said contents storage 
device. 

17. (previously presented): A digital contents license and privilege 
management system according to Claim 12, wherein said contents management 
device sends information concerning the status of digital contents designated by 
said license return request and a privilege corresponding to said license return 
request to an external device. 

18. (currently amended): A computer program executed in a digital 
contents license and privilege management system for managing licenses and 
privileges granted for digital contents to users, comprising the steps of: 

registering correspondence between a license registered for digital contents 
designated by a purchase request and a user obtaining said license; 

storing the digital contents having said license registered and information 
concerning said license; 
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receiving from a user a license return request indicating a request to return a 
license granted for digital contents selected from said stored digital contents; 

deleting a license from said database, said deleted license corresponding to 
[a] the license return reques t whon rece i ving th e li cens e return roquost to r e turn a 
li cense granted for digital contents des i gnated by a user i n sa i d stor e d d i gital 
cont e nts ; 

specifying a user corresponding to said deleted license; and 

performing manag e ment wh il e associating said specified user with a privilege 
corresponding to contents of said deleted license or w i th a privilege correspond i ng to 
said license return reouest for use of the contents, which can be recycled . 

1 9. (previously presented): A computer program according to Claim 18, 
wherein: 

said license return request is for collection or purchase of said license; and 

said computer program further comprises the step of storing information 
concerning collection or purchase of said license while associating said information 
with a user corresponding to said license designated by said license return request. 

20. (previously presented): A computer program according to Claim 19, 
further comprising the step of storing a privilege corresponding to said license return 
request while associating said privilege with said information concerning collection or 
purchase of said license. 
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